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Translation of Rev. K. T. Qhung’s
Preface,

The war cloud of Burope has just
been jif’ted, and the peice of the ITar Tist is again
disturbed = ITenceforth, there will ba a mutual
slanghter of human beings. God only knows when
such acts of barbarity will terminate in this world.
Something is evidently wrong. “Man the most noble
and perfect of all creatures” (p. 72, Book of Iqan)
is evidence that the Creator Ling specially favoured
mankind above all creation, Unflurtunately, mankind
has neglected the development of the gpirit, with
the result that the highest qualities of fellowship
and love are undeveloped, Hercin lies the grave
danger to the world and to mankind at large, It
's spiritual death,

The undersigned, realizing such a
danger facing mankind, has always considered the
only pessibility of salvation to be the equeality and
unity of mankind, Foer the fulfilment of that
condition will amel orate the Well~being (-J.“f' Lupian
secicty, enhance the spirit of love among men,
break down the artificial harriers «f prejudice,
and facilitate the advancement towards universalism
and world paace, This is the one and only way fo

r.move the danger that mankind 13 facing, The
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undersignad  has  therefors been living in ex-
pectation,
. Liast summer upon my re'urn from a

risit to Jupan, T had tie

plewsare of maeiing Mrs.
Keith yansome-Kehler on the boat. [t was learnt
that this lady is « national teacher of the Baliii
Movement, so we conversed upon varoous subjz ts
of human life very tiorougily. It was soon founi
that what the 1.dy imparted to me came from
the source of Truth as I have felt inwardly all
along, so I at once realisel that the Bihai
Movement can offer numerous an profound
benefits 1o mankind,

My senior, Mr, Y, S, Tsao 1s a well-
read man, Iis mental capacity and deep experience
are far above the average man, }fe offen said
that during this periol of our country when old
beliess hiave lost their hold upon the people, it 13
ahsolutely necessary to scek a religion of all-
embracing Truth which may ezert its powerfal
mfliucuce in swving the sttuation. For the lust ten
years, he has investigated indefatigably into the
teachings of the DBahai Canse. Recently, he has
completed Lis translation of the book on the New

Era and clieerfully showel me a copy of the
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procf, Affer carefully resding it, I cam= to the
full realization tlrat the Truth as imparted to me
Ly Mrs, Ransome-Kehler is veritable sud uushakable.
This Tiuth of great value to munkind has been
eminently translated by Mr., Tsav and now the
‘Chinese people Lus the opportunity of reuding it,
50 1 cannot but express my profeund appreciution
for the same.,

Recently, the national affrirs of China
are undergoing a supreme crisis, o public ¢pinivn
is greatly excited. It is an espression of praise-
worthy nationsifism, but if such & spi:it could be
careful y nurtuvcd under ordinary times, then the
spiritu.l awakening would be a tremendous source
of nutional strength  which  would prevent our
strong neighbours from ever venluring to take
advartrge of the situation. Therefore, should the
Truth of the Baliai Causz be widely disseminated
among the Chirese people, it wiil naturally lead

to the coming of the Iungdnm of Heaven. Should
everyl oy sgain cxert his  efforts  towards the
extension of “this Lendfieent inllucnce throughout
the worl’, it will then Lring about world peace
angd the gereral wclfure of human ty.
K. CHUNG,
I\cvemhm 1921,
‘11]11'119‘
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Preface by Translator. -
Ever since the establishment of the

Republican Government in-China, the principle of
the freedom of religious De'ief has heen adopted by
the pation ad duly incorporated in the National
Constitution. Although many of the old Dbelicfs of

China have gradually lost much of their influence

T
-

upor the people, yet they have by no means been
eradicated from amonzst the people at large
Accordirg to the explicit injunctions ¢f Dr, Sun
Yat Sen, the father of the Chinese Republic, the
cultivation of the spirit and belief of “ Interna-
tionalism ”’ or #* Universalism’’ should be actively
encouraged, therefore it becomes the duty of his
faithful followers and the educated people of the
country to pay great atténtion to this vital phase
of cultural and spiritual orienfation. However,
when we actually examine into the pregent condlia
tions of Chinese society, the number of people who
are giving due attention to moral and religious
affairs is very small indeed, Whether such a le-
thargic attitude towards such topics on the part of
the majority of the socalled thinkers among the
people might be considered as a healthy and nor-
mal frame of mind, must be sericusly questionad

by all patriotic citizens and lovers of humsnity at
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Iarge,

| It has been an established fact that
towards she advanciment of human civilization,
religion has played a very important rule, At the
‘'same time, it {s also true that in the past, religions
have conflicted with one another and the differens
ces of religious views have led mankind into open
warfare thereby actually retarding the progress of
civilization for some tme. In modern times, mans
kind is prepared to go to war for nationalistic and
economie reasons, but they are far less inelined to
take up the sword for the stke of rcligion, Never-
theless, believers of various faitlis continue fo cling
to their own creeds and dogmas avd refuse ohstina-
tely to allow the central truth which exists in all
religions to dissipaty the wvon-eisentinls of their
beliefs, so much so that the unification of human
eiviliz tion has  Deen vrendered difficult and
impossible. The Bahai Religion is the only movement
which can claim to be universal inzsmuch as it
admits that the central truth of all religions comes
from one and the same source, despite the outward
differences in wh'el they appear chiefly due to
the iuflu-nces of time and cnvivomment. Buhai

Delivers Jo not view the followers of other faiths
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with anfagonism or derision but are actually
intaresled in the independent investigation of the
trutlh as revealel through the medium of the
various religions of the world in order to sift the
fundamentals from the non-essentizl acerefions that
most religions have accumulated through the process
of time and the limitations of human understanding.
A Confucianist siying warns people thus, “Do not
follow superstitious beliefs, lest ye fall into danger,”
On the other hand, the DBahai movement enjoins
mankind to follow the essential truth of all religions,
5o Bahaism is the only religion at present which
may lay claim {o universalism, '

The translator of this bonk is neither
a priest nor a theologian bul he believes religion
to be educetion in the broadest sense of the word,
especially as the relation of réligion to the advance-
ment of civilization is so intimately interwined.When
Bahaism was first introduced to ham, it was =at
once realized how broad and deep the principal
beliefs are and how befitting they are to the
pressut world. Several years ago in an addr ss on
“The Uﬁity of Civilization awnd the Universality
of Rel'gion” given before a Iiberal Christian

gatliering, the twelve prine’ples of Baliaism  were



read to them and they were at once appreciated
to be in hirmony with the ideals of wunity and
universalism. Patriotic leadeys like Dr. Sun Yat
Sen and General Chen Ming-chu who heard and
re.d sbout the Bahai beliefs have also declared
them to be highly desirous to the present needs of
China and the world. They have all realized the
existing conditions of social life 1a China and the
wesknesses of human nature, so it ig their belief
thut the teachings of Bahaism so far as they know
would be able to advance and expedite the progress
of civilization, while such broad and noble princi-
ples can never produce any harm,

Take for instance the simple question
of thie governmental order to abandon the lunar
calendar and to adopt the solar calemdar. On the
surface, the people seem to obey the order, but ad
a matter of fact, such observances for the lunar
New Year as the ascension of the kitchen god, the
welecome of the god of wealth and the sacrifice to
the gnd of moon, cte. which are steeped with super-
stition are still observed universally by the ordinary
people, Dbecause they only Eknow how to follow
cnstoms and traditions blindly. It is ouly a small

fractioy of the more liberal and educated peopla
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who know how to adupt themselves to new
eonclitions. This simple instance goes to indicate
what a gigantic task it is when we approach such
problems of equality between the sexes, universal
education, people’s employment and livelihood,
world peace and reform of the human heart, To
accomplish such tasks, there is urgent neaj of &
source of tremendous power, or else the hope for
accomplisliment becomes very remote, that is wliy
the patriotic and loyal citizens of the world are
cgreed in the opinion that the task befors munkind
is greater than the power that is avai able.

More than e’ghty years ago, in the
aneient country of Persia there appeared the great
prophet Baha’w’llah  who outlined the following
twelve principles of the Bahaj religion:-

1, Independent Investigation of Truth,
2. The Foundation of all Religions is one,
3. Rel'gion is the Busis of Love and Peace,

4. Religion should be in aceord with Scicuce and

Lcason,
5. Lquality of Mankind,
6. Lqualily between men and women,
7. Sufeguard World Peuce through ILuternational

Tribunal,
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8. Encourage a World Langusge,
9. Universal Fduecation,
10. Work for all,
11, Equalize Rich aud Poor,
12, Acknowledge the Unity of God,

In 1844, Bab the forerunuer of the
Great DManifestation started to preach the new
message, in 1850, he died a martyr's death. In
1863, Buha’wllah the Prophet declared his mission
and taught his people, but ere long he was imprisoned
and died in 1892 In all, he was a prisoner for 40
years, His son Abduw’l Baha succecded him, hdving
-aecompanied His Father to prison in 1868 and being
released by the Young Turk Revolution in 1908,
after an imprisonment of more than 50 years, In
1911, he madé » tour in Kurope and America, so
the people of the world have only heard the Bahai
message for about thirty years. Neverthele.s, there
are at present numbers of believers of the Bahai
Cause in Great Britain, United States, Canada,
Germany, I'rance, India and Japan organized into
groups or assemblies, Most religions take centnries
o develop wlhile the Bahai movement lius captivated
the minds of men most readily as if the pcople of

the world arc awaiting this message. Although
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Baha'w'llaly  taught from his prison about aixty
years  ago, his message fulfils the need of the
present day as if the disturbed conditions of the
world have prepared the minds of the people for
the reception of these heart-filling tidings.

In the United States of America, the
racial prejudice of the white people for the black
race has besn excecdingly streng, so that in hotels,
tram-cars, schools and churches they are always
segregated, but in the Babai assembly, no difference
of color or race has been deemed necessary as the
Baliais believe in treating all mankind alike, The
writer has personally met Bahai believers both
feom the east and the west and it could be noticed
instantly that they possess the peace of mind, as
if in full accord™ with the Confucian teaching,
“Having heard the WORD in the morning, one
may die peacefully in the evening.” Besides, their
attitude towards all men is kindly and gentle that
it 1s a pleasure to meet them kK May not human
equality and world peace be Dbuilt upon such a
foundation?

Further, about eighty years ago,
Persia had an absolute monarchy for a& government

and it received a great deal of political pressure
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from~both Great Britain and Russia. As a result,
Persia suffered diplomatic reverses anl lost a great
deal of territory, The Persian people were mostly
illiterate, and the followers of the different religions
fanatically massacred one another in the most cruel
manuner that the people could not live in peace,
The Mohammedans who controlled the governnient
mercilessly pirsecuted the Balinis and many of them
met their fate for the sake of their belief The
life of that ameient nation was hanging over the
fire, Fortunately the Bahai believers carried out
their doctrine of peace, refrained from interfering
with politics, carbed their natural hatred towards
their enemies and died for their cause willingly
and cheerfully, At the syme time, in accordance
with their religious faith, they encouraged equality
between men and women, faithfully lived up to
the principle of universal education, developed
vocational education, emphasized scientific know-
ledge, investigated truth, eradicated superstitions
and served mankind energetically. In consequence
of such a policy, after a short periol of time a
large number of capable and roliable men wers
developed from amongsl the Balin's, so mueh so
thut the Governmeut and socicty in geaeral changed

-
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their attitude towards the followers of Bahaism
and even took them into the services of the
Government willivgly. Today, Persin which was;
once & languishing couni¥y, presents altogether a
d fferent aspect, for it has a constitutional govern-
ment with a Parliament, has regained full tariff
autonomy and has also abolished the exterritorial
rights of the foreigners residing in Persia a few
years ago. Such is the startling rapidity of their
political and social reformation. It has been made
possible by the change of men's hearts caused by
the teschings of ths Bahai cause, so it is built
upon, & firm and solid foundation that can withstand
the test of time and environment.

At thy same time, when we examine
into the forces that make for human progress in
the world, it will bé found that the advancement
of modern civilization depends greatly upon education
and science, that the capacity for concerted action
relies upon the principles of cquality and spirit of
service, that the ability to cooperate harmoniously
in political, financia] and industrisl relations mut
be based upon the virtues of honesty and unselfish-
ness. In order to eradicate superstition  and

prejudice, it is absolutely necissiry for each
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individual to. make an independent investigation

eof truth and in order to advance the cause of
world peace, mankind must carry out the principle
of equality, Therefore it follows naturally that
wherever a people is ignorant, incapable of
cooperation, and nnwilling to render service unsel-
fishly but on the other hand, is inclined to oppress
the good and weak and to stand in awe of the
wicked and strong in order to advance their
selfish interests, such & people ig liable to be very
backward in the race of human progress. In
consideration of these wvery apparent principles
which govern human society, it becomes very
evident that under present conditions in the world,
the relig'ous teachings of the Dahai movement
cold best direct the advancement of mankindolong

the mast rational lines of thinking and conduct.
The original Dook consists of fifteen
chapfers, hut only thirteen chapters have leen
transfated 1ecause the cthev two chapters deal with
prophesies and their fulfilment (with special
reference {o the history of Christianity) in which
the Chinese people are not deeply concerned, so
they have Leen emitted for the time being, as the

present ajim is to present the oease of the Buhai
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cause. The history of the Bahai movement is very
short for even counting from the small begiunings
of tho cause, it is only eighty seven years old yet
the influen‘e it wields is exceedingly strorg and
all those who have investigated into the cause and
its posgibilities have unanimously agreed to the
beanty of its teachings. What the Great Prophet
Baha’w’llah taught was from a knowledge inkorn,

not acquired. The teacnirgs will most decidedly

benefit mankind in the near future, so the under-
s'gned has taken great pleasure to intreduce them
to the people of China who stand in uorgent need

of the benefits that may be derived from such s

great enuse.

Y. 8, Tsao,

July, 1931,
Shapghai, China,
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